Implications of positive surgical margins.
The recently concluded Head and Neck Intergroup trial tested the addition of three courses of cis-platinum containing chemotherapy to standard treatment of surgery and postoperative radiotherapy for patients with advanced operable squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck. Only patients with negative surgical margins were eligible for the trial. One hundred twelve patients with positive surgical margins were dropped from the trial but continued to be followed. These patients received a variety of treatments. Positive surgical margins were most often seen in nonglottic primaries and with increasing frequency as the N stage increased. Patients with positive margins who achieved a complete clinical response to subsequent treatment had a median survival of 33.8 months vs. 9.1 months for those with less than a complete clinical response. The addition of chemotherapy did not significantly alter the median survival of the positive margin patients.